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Article Overview

In relay protection, "ULA" typically stands for "Underload Alarm,” a function that monitors load conditions
and triggers an alarm when the load falls below a preset threshold.

Explanation

ULA (Underload Alarm) is a protective relay function used to detect abnormally low current or load
conditions in electrica systems. Unlike overcurrent or overload protection, which responds to excessive
current, ULA isdesigned to aert operators when the current drops below a defined level, which can indicate:

0 Motor or generator underloading

0 Loss of load due to disconnection or failure

o Potential operational issuesin industrial or distribution systems This function is important because sustained
underload conditions can lead to inefficient operation, overheating in certain machines, or indicate a fault in
the system that requires attention.

Application in Relay Systems

o Monitoring Motors and Generators. ULA relays can prevent damage by signaling when a motor is running
below its rated load, which may cause mechanical or thermal stress.

o Integration with Control Systems: The alarm output from a ULA relay can be connected to SCADA or local
control panelsto notify operatorsimmediately.

0 Combination with Other Functions: In multifunction relays, ULA may be combined with overcurrent (51),
under/overvoltage (27/59), or directional protection functions to provide comprehensive system monitoring .

Summary
ULA in relay protection is a preventive and monitoring function that ensures electrical equipment operates

within safe load limits. It does not trip the circuit but provides an alarm to alert operators of underload
conditions, helping maintain system reliability and efficiency.

This article covers various types of protective relays, such as overcurrent, directional, and differential relays,
highlighting their

Protective relays are critical in power systems because they serve as decision-making devices that ensure the
safe
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Relay protection circuitry This handbook covers the code of practice in protection circuitry
Introduction to relay protection Protection is the branch of electric power engineering
What |s a Protective Relay? A protective relay is acontrol and measurement device used in

Plant protection system functional testing Protective circuit functional testing, including lockout relay testing,
must take

Protect critical components in your power system with a wide range of SEL protective relays covering
applications and use cases

Protection Settings The documents presented should serve as a model to various utilities in preparing similar

A voltage protection relay is an essential device to keep electrical systems running efficiently and safely.
These

Introduction to Protective Relaying What are Protective Relays, or Protection Relays? Protective relays are

? Key learnings: Protective Relay Definition: A protective relay is an automatic device that senses abnormal
conditions

Protective relay testing may be divided into three categories. acceptance testing, commissioning, and
maintenance

Protective relays and devices have been developed over 100 years ago to provide "last line" of defense for the
electrical systems.

SIPROTEC: Multifunctional protection relays Experience the benchmark in grid protection, automation, and
monitoring! SIPROTEC

Interactive phasor diagram and time current curve tools for protection engineers. Visualize phasors, draw TCC
curves, run fault

Why Gridscale X Advanced Protection Assessment? Protection engineers face a growing set of challenges as
power systems
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