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Article Overview

Cutting wires in a distribution box must be done with the power turned off, using proper tools and techniques
to ensure safety and code compliance.

Safety First

Before cutting any wires, always turn off the main power supply to the distribution box to prevent electric
shock or injury. Use a voltage tester to confirm that the wires are not live before handling them. Wearing
insulated gloves and safety glasses is recommended for additional protection.

Tools and Techniques

0 Wire Cutters/Diagonal Pliers: Ideal for cutting small to medium-sized wires neatly.

o Lineman's Pliers: Suitable for heavier gauge wires or non-metallic cables.

0 Wire Strippers. Used to remove insulation without damaging the conductor, allowing for proper splicing or
termination . When cutting, ensure the wireis cut cleanly and straight to avoid frayed ends. After cutting, strip
the insulation carefully to expose the conductor for splicing or capping.

Handling Unused or Disconnected Wires

If awireisno longer in use, it should be terminated safely rather than left exposed. This can be done by:

o Capping the wire ends with wire nuts or insul ating caps to prevent accidental contact .

o Tucking the wire neatly to the back of the box to avoid obstruction or damage .

o Removing the wire entirely if possible, especially during renovations, to prevent future confusion or hazards
. Unused wires that cannot be removed should be clearly labeled and secured to prevent accidental
reconnection or interference with other circuits.

Cutting-In Wires

For active wiring, the cutting-in process involves stripping the jacket, entering the wires into the box, splicing
if necessary, and neatly arranging them to avoid damage or overcrowding . Proper cutting-in ensures that the
box passes inspection and allows other trades to complete their work safely.

Best Practices

o Always cut wires with the power off.
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0 Usetheright tool for the wire gauge.

0 Cap or terminate unused wires to prevent hazards.

0 Keep wires organized and labeled for future maintenance.

o Follow local electrical codes and inspection requirements to ensure safety and compliance. By following
these steps, you can safely cut, terminate, or manage wires in a distribution box while minimizing risk and
maintaining a neat, code-compliant installation .

Y ou can save alot of money by doing your own wiring. Here we'll show you to wire an entire
Electrician Brian Walo shows an easy way to strip non-metallic cable plus a great way to

Learn how to install a distribution box safely and correctly. Covers wiring, placement, standards, and expert
tipsfor a

Working with electrical wiring can be dangerous, particularly if you're unsure whether awire is live. Whether
you'rea

Thisvideo will teach you how to splices wires as an electrician from scratch using
We show you how to effortlessly cut wires, strip them, and crimp terminals for aclean

This article covers the tools, methods, and best practices for cutting, stripping, and splicing electrical wires so
you can

In this guide, 1"l walk you through everything you need to know to cut electrical wires safely

With the right tools and technique, cutting wires of all shapes and sizes shouldn"t be a problem. Rad on for
sometips

With the right tool and cutting technique, you can easily cut wire of al shapes and sizes. For instance, use
Lineman"s

Our previous video already showed how to & quot;cut-in& quot; as an electrician, which was

Secure reliable electrical connections using the right methods. Comprehensive guide to tools, prep, mechanical
termination,

Others have wings on them to ease tightening, although the wings can make it harder to fit the wires back into
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Learn how the pros strip wire and do the job right. Stop nicking wire and risking fire and

Cutting-in wires is the final step in the electrical rough-in process. The wires are entered into the box and
spliced,

Find out how to properly wire an electrical panel box with a comprehensive diagram and step-by-step
instructions.
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