
Standard cable tray shape specifications
and dimensions

Article Overview

Standard cable trays are designed with widths from 50mm to 600mm, heights from 25mm to 150mm, and

material thicknesses based on load and environmental requirements, following NEC, NEMA, and IEC

standards.

Standard Dimensions

Widths: Cable trays typically range from 50mm to 600mm, with common sizes including 100mm, 200mm,

300mm, and 450mm . The width is selected based on the number and diameter of cables, ensuring proper fill

and ventilation.

Heights/Depths: Tray heights generally range from 25mm to 150mm, depending on cable volume, ventilation

needs, and load requirements . Ladder trays often have higher side rails for heavy loads, while perforated or

wire mesh trays may have lower heights for light-duty applications .

Material Thickness: Thickness varies by material and load capacity. For example, galvanized steel trays must

meet ASTM A653 standards for corrosion resistance, with heavy-duty trays typically requiring 2.5mm or

more and reinforced side rails for maximum support . Aluminum trays are also used for corrosion resistance

and lighter weight .

Types of Cable Trays

o Ladder Trays: Designed for heavy loads, prioritize width, side rail height, and thickness. Suitable for power

cables and large installations .

o Perforated Trays: Provide ventilation, reduce heat buildup, and are suitable for medium loads .

o Channel Trays: Compact, light-duty, ideal for small installations or control cables .

o Wire Mesh Trays: Flexible, fast to install, suitable for light instrumentation and data cables .

Cable Tray Fill and Sizing

Cable tray sizing is based on cable cross-sectional area, not conductor size. NEC specifies maximum fill

ratios: 40% for power cables and 50% for control cables . The required tray area is calculated as:

Required Tray Area = Total Cable Area / Allowed Fill Percentage

Usable Tray Area = Inside Width x Usable Depth
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Always include 25% spare capacity for future expansion . For large cables (4/0 AWG or larger), ladder trays

may be divided into zones to maintain single-layer installation . Solid bottom trays should not exceed 90% of

the tray width for cable diameters .

Standards and Compliance

o NEC Article 392: Defines cable tray sizing, fill limits, and installation requirements .

o IEC 61537: Provides international standards for tray dimensions and load capacities .

o NEMA: Offers guidelines for material, structural strength, and environmental suitability .

Summary

Selecting the correct cable tray involves:

o Listing all cables and measuring their outer diameters.

o Calculating total cable area and applying the fill ratio.

o Choosing tray width, height, and material thickness based on load, ventilation, and code compliance.

o Allowing for future expansion and environmental conditions.

Proper adherence to these specifications ensures safe, code-compliant, and structurally sound cable

management in industrial, commercial, and data center applications .

Explore various cable tray types and sizes for electrical installations. Learn about ladder, perforated,

solid-bottom, wire mesh, and

standards &amp; specifications light &amp; medium duty cable tray sizes essories do not have a return edge.

Also light duty tray of widths

What is the standard size of cable tray? The standard sizes of cable trays vary depending on the manufacturer,

Many electrical systems employ cable trays. They route cables safely &amp; efficiently. NEC defines

minimum cable tray

Technical specifications All calculations and data are based on 36 in. wide cable trays with tray supported as

simple spans with

Cable trays are components of support systems for power and communications cables and wires. A cable tray

system supports and
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Ladder tray is mostly used for underground cables. Various types of tray fittings joint, bend, elbow, riser and

reducer

Types of Cable Trays and Sizes Explore various cable tray types and sizes for electrical installations. Learn

about ladder, perforated,

Not all cable trays are equivalent. The mechanical and electrical characteristics, tests, certifications, overall

quality management,

This document provides information about cable trays and accessories, including straight cable trays,

perforated trays, returned edge

Explore the types of cable trays, their advantages, applications, and standard sizes. Learn how they improve

cable

Eaton''s B-Line Business reserves the right to make changes to the specifications, materials, equipment, prices,

or the availability of

EATON B-LINE SERIES GUIDE SPECIFICATION Section 26 05 36 - CABLE TRAYS FOR

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS 26 05

Cable tray is considered to be a system. It must provide continuous support for cables, and the electrical

continuity of the cable tray

The drawings which constitute a part of these specifications indicate the general route of the cable tray

systems. Data presented on

A practical guide to product selection and installation This guide for engineers and installers has been

developed by ABB as a
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