
Optocoupler circuit coupler

Article Overview

An optocoupler circuit transfers electrical signals between two electrically isolated circuits using light,

protecting sensitive components from high voltages and electrical noise.

How Optocouplers Work

An optocoupler, also called an opto-isolator or photocoupler, consists of a light-emitting diode (LED) on the

input side and a photodetector (such as a phototransistor) on the output side, all enclosed in a single package .

When an input signal energizes the LED, it emits light, typically infrared, which is detected by the

photodetector. The photodetector then produces a corresponding electrical output signal. This optical coupling

ensures that the input and output circuits remain electrically isolated, preventing high voltages or spikes from

damaging sensitive components .

Key Functions

o Electrical Isolation: Optocouplers prevent direct electrical connection between circuits, protecting

low-voltage devices like microcontrollers from high-voltage circuits .

o Signal Transfer: They allow both AC and DC signals to pass across the isolation barrier, making them

versatile for various applications .

o Noise Reduction: By isolating circuits, optocouplers reduce the effect of electrical noise on sensitive

components, improving signal integrity .

o Interface Between Different Voltage Levels: They enable safe communication between circuits operating at

different voltage levels, such as 3.3V logic and 24V control circuits .

Applications

o Microcontroller Protection: Isolating microcontroller inputs/outputs from high-voltage devices like AC loads

.

o Power Supply Circuits: Transferring feedback signals from high-voltage to low-voltage sections safely .

o Solid-State Relays (Opto-TRIACs): Triggering AC loads without direct electrical contact .

o Sensor Circuits: Preventing noise from processing circuits from affecting sensor readings .

Types of Optocouplers

o Phototransistor Optocouplers: Most common, where the photodetector is a transistor that switches based on

LED light .

o Photodiode, Photothyristor, and Opto-TRIAC: Used for specialized applications like triggering SCRs or AC

loads . In summary, an optocoupler circuit functions as a safe bridge for signal transfer, providing isolation,

protection, and noise immunity, making it essential in modern electronics where low-voltage and high-voltage
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circuits must interact safely .

An optocoupler, also known as photocoupler or opto-isolator, is a device which can transfer an electrical

signal across two

If your receiving circuit requires more current/power, you may want to consider a different solution. I use this

circuit to pass signals

What is an optoisolator (optical coupler or optocoupler)? An optoisolator (also known as an optical coupler,

What is Optocoupler? An Optocoupler or an Opto-isolator (also known as photocoupler and optical isolator) is

an electronic

Optocouplers can be ideally used for creating a perfectly isolated coupling across a low DC control circuit and

a high

In this case the optocoupler will be used in Saturation Mode. A switched mode power supply may need a DC

sample voltage of

What is optocoupler? An optocoupler is an optical link and it connects two circuits via this link. The optical

link is

Optocoupler Characteristics Optocoupler exhibit one very useful characteristic and that is its light coupling

efficiency

An opto-isolator (also called an optocoupler, photocoupler, or optical isolator) is an electronic component that

transfers electrical

An optocoupler (or opto-isolator) is a component that transfer signals between circuits using

Dive deep into the world of optocouplers with our comprehensive guide. Learn about their

Optocoupler. In this video we learn how optocouplers work and also look at some simple

Isolating Circuits From Your Arduino With Optocouplers: A Optocoupler also called a photocoupler, optical

isolator or opto-isolator is

Optocoupler circuit design is not that difficult as some thought. Once you know what a CTR is and learn how

to use it, then
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Optocouplers are a cornerstone of modern PCB design, offering isolation, noise reduction,

The main purpose of an optocoupler interface is to completely isolate the input circuit from the output
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