
Laying network cables in mesh cable
trays

Article Overview

Network cables in mesh cable trays must comply with NEC standards for cable type, fill capacity, grounding,

separation, and support to ensure safety, performance, and code compliance.

Cable Types and Ratings

Only tray-rated cables (Type TC, MC, or other NEC-approved cables) should be installed in mesh cable trays,

as they are designed to withstand heat, moisture, and physical stress typical in open-air tray environments . For

network installations, Ethernet, fiber optic, and control cables must be rated for tray use to prevent degradation

and maintain signal integrity .

Tray Fill Capacity

Mesh cable trays have open-grid designs that improve airflow, but overfilling can cause heat buildup and

reduce cable performance. NEC Article 392 specifies fill limits: power cables should not exceed 40% of the

tray cross-sectional area, and control or network cables should not exceed 50% . Maintaining 50% capacity or

less is recommended to allow proper ventilation and future expansion .

Grounding and Bonding

For metallic mesh trays, grounding is mandatory. Trays must be electrically continuous, bonded at all splice

points, and connected to the building's grounding system. If mechanical connections do not ensure continuity,

bonding jumpers should be used . Proper grounding prevents shock hazards, equipment failure, and ensures

NEC compliance.

Separation and EMI Considerations

Network cables should be physically separated from high-voltage power cables to reduce electromagnetic

interference (EMI). Use dividers or maintain spacing according to NEC guidelines, and avoid long parallel

runs with power lines . This ensures reliable data transmission and minimizes signal degradation.

Support and Installation

Mesh trays should be supported at intervals recommended by the manufacturer, typically every 5-10 feet

depending on load and cable weight . Maintain minimum bend radii for cables at tray exits to prevent damage,

and ensure vertical clearance of at least 12 inches above trays for installation and maintenance access . Rung

spacing of 6-9 inches is preferred for instrumentation and network cables to provide stability and protection .
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Firestopping and Penetrations

When trays pass through fire-rated walls or floors, use approved firestop systems to maintain the building's

fire-resistance rating . Proper firestopping prevents the spread of fire, smoke, and heat, and ensures

compliance with building codes.

Material Selection

Choose tray materials based on environmental conditions: aluminum, steel, or fiberglass. Aluminum offers

corrosion resistance, steel provides strength, and fiberglass is suitable for nonmetallic applications . Mesh

trays are ideal for high-density network installations due to flexibility, ventilation, and ease of modification .

Summary

To properly lay network cables in mesh cable trays:

o Use NEC-approved tray-rated cables.

o Maintain 50% fill capacity or less.

o Ensure metallic trays are grounded and bonded.

o Separate network and power cables to prevent EMI.

o Follow support spacing, bend radius, and clearance requirements.

o Apply firestopping where trays penetrate rated structures.

o Select appropriate tray material for the environment. Following these guidelines ensures safe, reliable, and

code-compliant network cable installations in mesh cable trays.

The Engineering Galaxy - Engalaxy Full guide of cable tray installation and sizing - Part 1

In designing supports for a cable tray system, consideration should be given to the loads associated with future

cable additions and

Designing the perfect wire mesh cable tray system requires a thorough understanding of

Discover the different types of cable trays, their many benefits when used in electrical wiring and network

cabling,

Learn how to properly install a wire mesh basket tray or cable tray for effective cable management. Tips,

tools, and
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Posted on: 01/05/2025 Yes, wire mesh baskets and cable trays can be installed vertically or overhead, and they

absolutely should be

Learn how to calculate mesh cable tray load capacity for power, control, Ethernet, and fiber cables.

Understand NEC

Learn how to install cable trays correctly. Get the ultimate step-by-step guide on setting up a seamless and

reliable

4. What materials are commonly used for cable trays? Depending on the application and environment,

fiberglass,

Network cable management tools To avoid "spaghetti cabling" and lost data caused by damaged cables,

Lighter cable trays are more appropriate in situations where a great number of small cables are used, such as

for telephone or

How to Neatly Manage and Organize Network Cables Inside a Cabinet? Here is the

How to install wire mesh cable trays like a pro with this comprehensive guide. Our team helps with

This method statement covers the site installation of the cable tray &amp; ladders and the requirements of

checks to be

This guide covers cable ladder systems, cable tray systems, channel support systems and associated supports

intended for the

In this blog post, we will take you through a step-by-step process to master cable tray installation, ensuring a

smooth
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