
How to measure the frequency of relay
protection 

Article Overview

Frequency measurement on a protection relay is typically done using methods like zero crossing detection and

phase-locked loops (PLLs) to ensure accurate monitoring of power system frequency.

Measurement Techniques

o 

Zero Crossing Detection: This method involves monitoring the points where the AC waveform crosses the

zero voltage level. In a stable 50 Hz system, there should be a specific time interval (e.g., 10 ms) between zero

crossings. However, this method can be susceptible to noise and transient events, which may lead to

inaccuracies in frequency measurement .

o 

Phase-Locked Loop (PLL): A PLL is a control system that generates a signal that is phase-locked to the

frequency of the input signal. This technique is commonly used in frequency relays to provide a stable and

accurate frequency measurement, even in the presence of disturbances .

Importance of Frequency Measurement

Frequency is a critical parameter in power systems, as it directly affects the performance of electrical

equipment. Protection relays monitor frequency to detect deviations from predefined limits, which can

indicate potential issues such as overloads or generation losses. When the frequency falls outside acceptable

ranges, the relay can initiate protective actions, such as tripping circuit breakers, to maintain system stability .

Testing and Verification

Regular testing of protection relays is essential to ensure their accuracy and reliability in measuring frequency.

This includes functional testing to simulate fault conditions and verify that the relay responds correctly to

frequency deviations. Proper settings and coordination of frequency relays are also crucial to optimize their

performance and prevent unnecessary tripping .

By employing these measurement techniques and ensuring regular testing, protection relays can effectively

monitor frequency and contribute to the stability and reliability of electrical power systems.

Frequency protection is an important part of the art of power system relaying. On one hand it covers rotating

Page 1/3



How to measure the frequency of relay
protection 

REF615 is a dedicated feeder IED aligned for the protection, control, measurement and supervision of utility

and industrial power

This guide systematically covers PT requirements for frequency measurement and under/overfrequency

protection,

Discover the types of protection relays, their applications, and essential testing procedures to ensure grid

reliability

Abstract: Protective relays and devices have been developed over 100 years ago to provide "last line" of

defense for the electrical

The experimental results show that this method can effectively analyze the operation characteristics of power

system

Protective relay testing may be divided into three categories: acceptance testing, commissioning, and

maintenance

Regular testing and maintenance of protection relays are essential to verify their proper operation, detect

faults, and

Protective relays are power system protection devices that monitor current, voltage, frequency, impedance, or

We derive, explain, and illustrate the new method with simulation results. We review advantages and

attributes of the

This online protective relay testing seminar follows Chris Werstiuk (author of The Relay Testing Handbook)

as he tests a relay from

Plant protection system functional testing Protective circuit functional testing, including

A comprehensive testing program should simulate fault and normal operating conditions of the relay.

Acceptance testing,

A primary motor protective element of the motor protection relay is the thermal overload element and this is

accomplished through

To overcome the drawbacks of electromagnetic and sold state frequency relays, digital frequency relays are

being developed to
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What is a Frequency Relay? A frequency relay is an electrical device designed to monitor
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