
Good news for the fiber optic cable
industry

Article Overview

The fiber optic and cable industry is experiencing strong growth, driven by 5G rollout, AI infrastructure,

government broadband initiatives, and increasing demand for high-speed connectivity.

Market Growth and Forecasts

The global fiber optics market is projected to grow significantly, with estimates ranging from USD 11.48

billion in 2026 to approximately USD 20.86 billion by 2035, reflecting a CAGR of 6.86% . Other forecasts

suggest even higher growth, with the market expected to reach USD 21.16 billion by 2034 at a CAGR of

10.10% . North America and Asia Pacific are leading regions, with North America holding 38.7% of the

market in 2025 and Asia Pacific 29% . The telecom sector remains the largest application, accounting for 42%

of market share .

Technological Advancements

Fiber optics continues to innovate with technologies such as hollow core fibers, photonic crystal fibers, and

5G-compatible fibers, which enhance bandwidth, reduce latency, and improve data transmission reliability .

Plastic optical fibers (POF) are gaining traction for automotive and home networking due to their flexibility

and cost-effectiveness . Additionally, AI-driven network testing solutions and high-capacity 400G

muxponders are enabling faster, more reliable enterprise connectivity .

Industry Consolidation and Expansion

Recent mergers, such as Ritter Communications and Great Plains Communications forming Rightfiber,

highlight strategic growth through fiber expansion and opportunistic M&A . Companies like Nokia and

HUBER+SUHNER are expanding domestic production and deployment of optical networking technologies,

supporting scalable AI infrastructure and enterprise connectivity .

Government Initiatives and Funding

The U.S. Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) program is providing USD 42.45 billion in

federal grants to connect unserved and underserved households, with fiber optics prioritized as the primary

delivery technology . This creates a multi-year demand pipeline for cable and component suppliers, further

boosting industry growth.

Demand Drivers
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The surge in high-bandwidth applications, including 5G, cloud computing, telemedicine, and AI data centers,

is fueling fiber optic adoption . The COVID-19 pandemic accelerated demand for stable internet connections

for remote work, streaming, and digital communication, reinforcing the need for robust fiber networks .

Generative AI infrastructure, in particular, has driven strong sales growth for optical connectivity products,

with companies like Corning reporting a 16% year-over-year increase in 2024 .

Conclusion

Overall, the fiber optic and cable industry is on a strong upward trajectory, supported by technological

innovation, strategic mergers, government funding, and growing demand for high-speed, reliable connectivity.

These factors collectively indicate a positive outlook for market expansion and investment opportunities.

Find the latest Fiber news from WIRED. See related science and technology articles, photos, slideshows

The U.S. is investing billions of dollars in fiber internet. Here''s what makes it run. We tour a

In 2025, the fiber optic industry is not just growing--it''s transforming. From transcontinental

Learn about the challenges facing the cable industry and how Corning is lowering deployment barriers and

helping

Optical Connections is at the heart of the fibre optic industry and brings you the latest news, analysis and

opinion from independent

The fiber optic market encompasses various types of cables, including single-mode and multimode fibers,

each catering to distinct

The fiber optics market is analysed across 4 primary axes, Fiber Type, Cable Type, Deployment, Application,

each

From multi-gigabit speeds to open-access models, smart cities and AI-driven cybersecurity, these are the fiber

broadband industry

By integrating insights from industry leaders and exploring innovative approaches, this paper provides a

roadmap for strengthening

The continued expansion of cloud computing and the Internet of Things (IoT) will further drive demand for

fiber optic
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Explore the latest news and expert commentary on Broadband, brought to you by the editors of Light Reading

Stay ahead with the latest fiber optic technology in 2025. Learn innovations driving speed,

Fiber optics continue to evolve, playing a crucial role in expanding the capabilities of global communication

networks

Fiber optics is at the center of the next wave of digital transformation. As demand for speed, capacity, and

resilience

Fiber Optic Cable Industry size is expected to register 9% CAGR between 2024 and 2032 propelled by

increasing

Let''s dig into the top 7 fiber optic innovations taking telecom to new heights in 2025--and see how they might

just transform your
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