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Article Overview

Y es, fiber optic internet requires a router to distribute the connection throughout your home, though it does not
require atraditional modem.

Fiber internet uses an Optical Network Terminal (ONT) to convert light signals from the fiber-optic cable into
electrical signals that your devices can use . The ONT is typicaly installed by your internet service provider
(ISP) and is essentia for connecting your home to the fiber network. Unlike cable or DSL, fiber does not use a
standard modem; the ONT performs the signal conversion function .

Role of the Router

The router is necessary to create a home network, distributing the internet connection via Wi-Fi and Ethernet
to multiple devices . While some | SPs provide a combined ONT-router unit, many homes use separate devices
for better performance and flexibility. A router designed for fiber internet ensures you can take full advantage
of high-speed connections, especially for plans exceeding 500 Mbps or 1 Gbps.

Router Compatibility
Not all routers are suitable for fiber internet. Key requirements include:

0 Gigabit Ethernet WAN port to connect to the ONT

o Support for modern Wi-Fi standards like Wi-Fi 6, 6E, or 7 for optimal speed and device management

o Sufficient processing power to handle high-speed fiber connections Older routers designed for DSL or cable
may work but can limit your speeds and network efficiency.

Summary

To set up fiber optic internet in your home, you need:

o Fiber-optic cable connecting your home to the | SP network

0 Optical Network Terminal (ONT) to convert light signalsto electrical signals

o Router to distribute the internet via Wi-Fi and Ethernet While the ONT is provided and required, the router
isessential for creating afunctional home network and achieving the full potential of fiber speeds.

For anyone wondering, &quot;What |Is Fiber Optic Internet?& quot;, we"ve got the full lowdown right here,
including how much it costs, how
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Wondering if fiber internet comes with Wi-Fi? In 2025, the answer is nuanced. While fiber optic * service*

Enjoy high-speed fiber-optic internet with up to gigabit speeds, no annual contracts, and an included Wi-Fi 6
router. Try T-Mobile

The fiber-optic network delivers data via high-speed light signals to your wireless router, which converts that
light into radio signalsto

Step 5: Choosing the Right Router for Your Fiber Plan Your router's WAN (internet) port is the physical
connection

The glass carries beams of light that transmit the data. This state-of-the-art method affects what equipment
fiber-optic

Find out what equipment is needed for fiber internet, from the ONT to your WiFi router. Ziply Fiber includes
aWiFi 7

For best results, choose a router that supports gigabit or multi-gigabit speeds and modern standards like Wi-Fi
6

Learn what are the best fiber optic router in the market today and how does it work with your internet
connection.

Every plan includes installation, Wi-Fi, a mesh-ready router, unlimited data - all without extra fees. You can
add home phone service

A fiber optic internet doesn"t need a modem, but it requires another setup known as the Optical Network
Terminal

Fiber internet does not use atraditional cable modem. Instead, it requires an Optical Network Terminal (ONT)
-a

A professional should do thiswork. The Takeaway To put it simply, fiber internet doesn”t need a modem,
If you"re curious about different types of internet connections, understanding fiber"s advantages can help you
The optical network terminal (ONT) isthe critical component that converts fiber optic signals

Fiber uses an ONT, not a modem. Y our cable modem is not compatible with fiber and cannot be reused. The
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