
Cables in cable trays can have joints 

Article Overview

Yes, cable joints can be installed within cable trays, but they require proper support, ventilation, and careful

placement to prevent failure.

Cable Joints Overview

A cable joint is a connection between two power cables that ensures continuous electrical flow. It is generally

considered the weakest point in a cable system because it is more susceptible to heat buildup, mechanical

stress, and environmental damage compared to the rest of the cable . Common types of joints include

straight-through joints, branch joints, and outdoor termination kits .

Placement in Cable Trays

Cable joints can be placed on cable trays, but several precautions are necessary:

o Support: Joints must be adequately supported to prevent sagging. Insufficient support can stretch internal

wires, leading to breakage .

o Ventilation: Cable trays should allow airflow around the joint to dissipate heat. Enclosed or poorly

ventilated trays can cause the joint's protective materials to melt or degrade .

o Environmental Protection: In humid or wet areas, joints must be sealed properly to prevent water ingress,

which could cause short circuits .

Interaction with Cable Tray Expansion

Cable trays expand and contract due to temperature changes. Expansion joints in the tray system are designed

to accommodate this movement . When placing cable joints:

o Avoid positioning them directly at tray expansion joints, as movement can stress the joint.

o Ensure the tray supports the joint firmly but allows some flexibility to prevent mechanical strain during

thermal expansion .

o Follow standards such as NEC Section 300-7(b) and NEMA VE 1, which provide guidance on spacing and

support for trays and expansion joints .

Best Practices

o Use dedicated support brackets or trays for joints if the cable run is long or heavily loaded.

o Inspect joints regularly for signs of overheating, sagging, or moisture ingress.

o Maintain the minimum bend radius for cables exiting the joint to avoid mechanical stress .
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o Ensure proper installation by trained personnel familiar with cable tray and joint standards . In summary,

cable joints can safely exist within cable trays if they are properly supported, ventilated, and positioned away

from expansion points. Following industry standards and best practices significantly reduces the risk of joint

failure and ensures long-term reliability of the electrical system.

To ensure that a cable tray is safe, all the bolts should be tight, and all the connections

A professional guide to installing electrical cable tray systems per NEC Article 392. Covers support,

Do not use a cable tray as a walkway, ladder, or support for people; a cable tray is a mechanical support

system for cables and

Multiconductor cables rated over 600 volts shall be separated from lower voltage cables by a separate cable

tray or a solid fixed

If cables are just thrown in, you risk problems like slow internet, overheating wires, or even

In all instances cables utilized within a cable tray system should be UL listed and marked as cable tray rated.

The types of cables,

A cable tray is a structural system used to organize and protect electrical cables in industrial, commercial, and

Type ITC - Instrumentation Tray Cable - (NEC Article 727) - These types of cables are instrumentation cables

and are available in

A. Cable trays must be installed as a complete system, except mechanically discontinuous segments between

cable

Single conductor cables cannot be used in solid bottom cable trays. Cable tray cables can be plastic jacketed

(for instance type TC)

Cable trays support insulated electrical cables in industrial and commercial settings. There

However on looking up at the cable trays, which are suspended from the ceiling, I see in various places,

NEC Article 392 explains cable trays, their components, appropriate wiring methods for

Core rules for selecting, installing, grounding, and filling cable trays--clearances, materials, separation, and

bonding

Page 2/3



Cables in cable trays can have joints 

Cable tray installed in a hazardous location must contain only those cables that are appropriate for this type of

environment as

One of the most important features of cable tray is that tray cable can easily be installed in existing trays if

there is space available.
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